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1030  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. 18 February. 1884.
. . . The principal subjects . . of discussion were the
following two.
Sir Evelyn Baring, in concurrence with the authorities, having
expressed an opinion that during the absence of the Suakim
expedition an addition to the British force in Egypt would be
prudent, which he fixes at two battalions, the Cabinet arranged
with the proper Departments to make provision accordingly.
Probably a battalion will go at once from Malta to Alexandria,
and another will go from Gibraltar to Malta, and on from Malta
if need be.
The second subject was the desire of the Sultan that the
British Government should ask his leave to send troops to Sua-
kim. On this subject the Cabinet agreed on the terms of a telegram
which Lord Granville transmits to Your Majesty, and which Mr.
Gladstone believes to be in conformity with Your Majesty's
view.
1031   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET. Feb. 21. 1884.
Mr, Gladstone . . . reports to Your Majesty that the Cabinet
met today mainly to consider recent telegrams from Egypt
which Your Majesty will have seen.
They were of opinion that there would be the gravest objection
to nominating by an assumption of British authority a successor
to General Gordon in the Soudan,1 nor did they as yet see sufficient
reasons for going beyond General Gordon's Memorandum of
January 25 by making special provisions for the Government of
that country.
They also thought Zebir would not be regarded by public
opinion in this country as qualified for such an office should it be
created*
With regard to the proposal of a forward movement to Assouan,
the Cabinet were prepared to agree to it so far as the Egyptian
force was concerned, and British force would follow if found
1 General Gordon bad proposed the appointment of Zobeir Pasha to be his suc-
cessor as Governor-General of the Sudan.